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President’s Letter

Our theme over the next two school years is “Let’s
Grow Together,” and it is built off 2 Peter 3:18, “But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
forever! Amen.” (NIV) As we build together off the
truth of God’s Word, it is of supreme importance
that we grow closer to our Savior, Jesus, by listening
to his encouragement and engaging with the Holy
Spirit through the Bible. By being in God’s Word
often, we can truly grow in our understanding of
God’s grace and in the knowledge of his work in our
lives. It is our intentional desire each day to build
a school where students have this opportunity
to recognize God’s loving grace for them. Our
students live in the same broken world we do,
where truth is shifting and something people are
always chasing. What a blessing to be a part of
helping our students grow securely in grace and in
the knowledge of our loving God!
As we grow in our faith and understanding of God,
something special also happens. We can’t help but
strive to live God’s way. This simply means to be
obedient to God’s design for our lives as we see
what his love has done for us. It is what Paul shared
with the Christians at Ephesus when he urged them
to live a “life worthy of the calling” (Ephesians 4:1,
NIV) they had received. We are blessed when we
hear God’s word and obey it (Luke 11:28, NIV).
Later in this publication, you will see the intentional
work we are doing to help our students live God’s
way and be a light in this sin-ridden world. What
a blessing to live God’s way to give him all praise
and honor!

Throughout KML’s history, God has accomplished his plan
through the efforts of humble Christian people. This past
February, we held our first President’s Dinner. This special
evening was designed to thank God for his many blessings
and to honor three of our Christian leaders who served in the
early years of KML.

have the opportunity to build a KML culture known
by God’s values. As a community, we have the
opportunity to continue to build something others
want to be a part of - something is truly different
because God lives there. There are many people
in our communities who need the encouragement
that only God can give and who need to be a part
of our community!
As we head into the school new year, there are
some new and exciting nexts as well. We expect to
have another increase in enrollment. We will renew
our focus on living God’s way at KML as we focus
on our response to God’s grace in our lives. In
doing so, we will continue to expand our awesome
culture of Christian love in which students and
families are uplifted and encouraged. We also look
forward to making more concrete decisions around
facility expansion to meet the needs of our students
and create more opportunities to reach out with the
Gospel. We pray for God’s guidance as we always
strive to grow in both our enrollment and in the
quality preparation and experience our students
receive during their time at KML.
Finally, thank you for being a part
of the KML family. I pray God
continues to extend his kingdom
through us and that our work
together will allow our students
to b e sh i n i n g l i g ht s as th e y
live for Christ in their families,
neighborhoods, churches, and
workplaces. Let us continue
to commit our work to him and
watch the blessings continue.

When we grow personally in our understanding of
God’s grace for us and in living God’s way, we also
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James Fenske
Mr. Fenske came to KML in fall of 1974 and served
as our first principal. He filled that role faithfully and
well until 1985 and then continued in a teaching role
until his retirement in 2005. During his years as our
principal, he led the school through rapid growth,
financial challenges, facility expansion, and more.
In Mr. Fenske’s words, “In those early years, the
blessings just never stopped.”

‘

In this Connection , you will see stories of God’s
blessings at KML as we educate, encourage, and
equip our young Christian leaders for life and for
eternity. You will see evidence of our mission living
through the lives of people just like you and me
as we celebrate the past and build on that past to
accomplish our vision of a Christ-guided success
path for all. We are so thankful for God’s work
through our collective efforts.

Melvin Heckendorf
Mr. Heckendorf was one of our beloved Founding
Fathers, and his impact is immeasurable. In those
early years, there were many challenges for those
wishing to start an area Lutheran high school,
but Mel’s commitment and untiring work was
instrumental in getting KML off the ground. Most
importantly, Mr. Heckendorf would say, “Keep
Christ at the center of all we do at KML,” and that
message has carried on throughout the years.

Carl Natzke
Mr. Natzke graduated from DMLC in 1969, and
after only a few short years, he came to serve as
a teacher in KML’s first year of existence. When
receiving the call to teach at KML, he famously
said, “Jackson - that’s an area of more cows than
people.” Who would have known that with such a
humble beginning, KML has blossomed by God’s
grace into the school it is today.

Jamie Luehring
President
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God has truly blessed KML with the close
of another school year. We are confidently
sending out 129 hearts and minds who have
learned to live God’s way because Christ’s love
compels us.
Through God’s Word, these students have
learned gratefulness, humility, integrity, unity,
leadership, drive, and how to support others in
Christian love. We are also confident the Lord
will continue to bless them and use them for
his greater purpose.

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven.” - Matthew 5:16, NIV
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Congratulations, KML class of 2022! God’s
richest blessings to you as you grow in his
grace, favor, and love.

Classof2022
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that still stand today, and her overall athletic talent was
evident in her success as a three-sport star athlete.
After graduating from KML in 1990, Plitzuweit attended
Michigan Tech. In her four years there God blessed her
with many awards. She earned back-to-back Player of the
Year awards, four all-conference honors, and three alldefensive team nods. She was also recognized nationally
as a Division II All-American Second Team selection and
a two-time Kodak All-American honorable mention pick.
In addition, she earned All-Academic accolades in 1994
and 1995 and was named Michigan’s NCAA Woman of
the Year in 1995.
Dawn’s love for basketball continued beyond her playing
years as she transitioned her successful basketball
career into coaching the spor t. She star ted as an
assistant at her alma mater, Michigan Tech, and over
the next 11 seasons gained coaching experience at Green
Bay, Michigan, and UW-Madison.

South Dakota women’s basketball head coach Dawn Plitzuweit
holds the Summit League trophy and game net after winning the
tournament for the third year running on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at
the Denny Sanford Premier Center in Sioux Falls. Women Summit
League Championship
Erin Woodiel / Argus Leader / USA TODAY NETWORK

Plitzuweit’s first head coaching job at Grand Valley State
University provided her the opportunity to prove her
talent. She succeeded by leading the team to its first
Division II National Championship and was also named
the NCAA Division II National Coach of the Year.

The Dawn
of a New Era

Dawn Plitzuweit (nee Zarling) is ensconced as
the sixth head coach in West Virginia University
basketball history, but many of her first basketball
successes occurred as a KML Charger.
Dawn’s KML athletic accomplishments are too
numerous to mention, but a quote from the 1990
school yearbook reads: “For the first time ever
the Varsity girls basketball team sported a perfect
record of 27-0 including a State championship ...
Speaking of Dawn, Coach Schramm remarked,
‘She got us where we are. There’s no doubt about
that.’”
When one views the career of Plitzuweit, it is easy
to recognize the marvelous hand of God working
in and through her. Dawn set records in the 1980s
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The foundation of Christian faith and values
Dawn built at KML continued throughout the
years. She keeps her Lord in mind at all times
as she stresses “bestness,” which becomes
the overarching theme for herself and for her
teams. Plitzuweit defines four categories of
bestness. “Be your best academically - be your
best on the basketball court - be your best in the
community - and be your best as a teammate.
That’s something that’s really important to our
program.”

kmlhs.org
presented annually to the Division I women’s
head college basketball coach who embodies a
winning spirit while displaying great character
on and off the court, which exemplifies Dawn’s
character and the respect she has earned.
God has truly blessed Dawn in her playing
and coaching career. We are happy for her
accomplishments and we are proud to call her a
KML alumnus.
Congratulations, Dawn!

From Grand Valley State, God moved Plitzuweit
t o s e r v e a s t h e h e a d c o a c h a t N o r t h e rn
Kentucky, where she amassed a record of 71-54
and reached the Women’s Basketball
Invitational in all four years of her tenure.

Jim Haferman
Instructor

N e x t , t h e L o rd l e d Pl i t zu we i t to a n o t h e r
successful coaching stint at the Universit y
of South Dakota where her teams asser ted
themselves as the premier mid-major program
in the country. Plitzuweit’s 158 wins at South
Dakota are the second most in program history.
Moreover, in the history of the Summit League,
only four teams have ever run the table during
the regular season. Two of those three teams
were Plitzuweit’s Coyotes – in 2018 and 2020.
Under Plitzuweit, South Dakota made its first
appearance in the Associated Press (AP) and
USA Today Coaches polls, ranking as high as No.
17 in the AP Poll and No. 11 in the Coaches Poll.
Of note, USD’s No. 11 ranking in the Coaches Poll
in 2020 is the highest national ranking earned by
a team in the Summit League’s history.
As Coach Plitzuweit is now taking on a new and
larger program at West Virginia, she continues
to demonstrate commitment to her team, her
standards, and her Lord. One more award
Dawn received was the 2022 Kay Yow Award,

SERVANT LEADER
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Zarling Cards Program's First All-Region Accolade
NORMAN, Okla. (WLCSports.com) - Wisconsin Lutheran
College men’s golfer Solomon Zarling (KML class of ‘18) has
been named to the NCAA Division III PING Region 6 Team for
2021-2022, it was announced on Tuesday by the Golf Coaches
Association of America (GCAA). A total of 15 golfers were
selected for All-Region 6 honors. Zarling is the first player in
program history to receive All-Region recognition by the GCAA.

Thousands of people visit the
KML campus every single year.
Through a generous gift, we have
begun the process of transforming
our entrance and hallways with
messages which reinforce our
mission, vision, and values. This
is a reminder to our students
and visitors of the foundation in
Christ we share each day at KML.
Through this project, we have
been able to highlight who we are
to both our students today and
the many guests who spend time
at KML. We have also created an
athletic history wall and are in the
process of creating a KML Heritage
Wall which will tell the history of
God’s blessings throughout the
years of KML’s existence.
Our
cafeteria walls boldly share that
“Christ’s love compels us to live
God’s way at KML” along with
new Bible passages reinforcing
our KML culture words. As you
have the opportunity, stop by and
see these beautiful upgrades in
person!

“Solomon had a great season for us and it was nice to see his
consistency and success recognized by the GCAA,” said 14thyear head coach Adam Volbrecht. “It’s also a testament to the
level of golf that our program has risen over the last decade with
some really great players who’ve set a bar really high for our next Warriors.”
Zarling, a senior, was named All-Region for the first time in his career. He also earned his first All-NACC honor
after tying for eighth at the NACC Championship with a score of 302 (72-73-80-77). Zarling led the NACC with
a school-record scoring average of 74.18 across 22 rounds. He was also chosen NACC Student-Athlete of the
Week twice. His low round this year was a 1-under par on four different occasions.
During his WLC career, Zarling placed in the top 10 at 17 of 19 tournaments, including 14 top 5 results and a pair
of tournament wins. He compiled a 74.67 career scoring average while contributing a low round of 68 (-4) in the
first round of the WLC Fall Invitational on September 19, 2020.
Written and published by Wisconsin Lutheran College on May 10, 2022

Memorials and Honorariums
February - May 2022

Memorials:

(NIV)
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Ted Atwell
Fred Banaszak
Kathleen Banaszak
Kristy Banaszak
Noel Butzke
Donald Ciriacks
John Hill
Anastasia Klemp
Martha Krabel

Martha Liesener
Kenneth Majerus
Gene Marks
Lucille Marquardt
Gertrude Martin
Arthur Mittelstadt
Arlene Ohland
Bob Prill
John Schumacher
Bernard Seibert
Maggie Sella
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Rev. Karl Vertz
Helen Yenter

Honorariums:
KML Fine Arts Dept.
Franklin Kringel – 90th birthday
Isabela Murgas Bennett
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A Roaring Good Time
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Destiny
Krueger
(‘19)
started a new job December
of 2021 at Milwaukee Tool in
West Bend. Krueger is so
excited for the opportunity
to work there; she says it’s
such a great place to work!
The people are amazing,
and the perks and benefits
are amazing! Milwaukee
Tool is a difficult company
to get into, and she is
very blessed to have been
chosen to come work there!
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Paul Bowe (‘02) his wife, Erica,
have a 3-year-old daughter,
Clara, welcomed their son
Ryan into the world in June
of 2021, and are expecting a
third child this December!
Paul serves as pastor at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church
in Oklahoma City, OK.

Thomas Schneiker (‘15) was
Married on June 4, 2022, to
Sarah Yagodinski, a graduate
of Manitowoc Lutheran High
School. Thomas has recently
joined our extended KML staff
as the coach and leader of the
Jr. Charger Football Program.
Thomas is also in the process
of succeeding his father as
the third generation owner
of Schneiker Concrete. He is
thankful for all the blessings the
Lord has bestowed upon him
and his family and is excited for
what’s in store for the future.
Livia Lickteig ('18) graduated
from Martin Luther College, New
Ulm, MN, on May 14, 2022, with
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Early Childhood Education. On
May 25, 2022, Livia and her fiance,
Duke Backhaus, received calls
to Westminster, CO, and Denver,
CO. Livia will serve as the Early
Childhood Director and Preschool
Teacher at Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran, and Duke will continue
his seminary education as a vicar
at Zion Lutheran. Please keep them
in your prayers!

Pastor Johnold Strey (‘93), pictured with his daughter Lydia
(‘22), recently authored the book Christian Worship: God Gives
His Gospel Gifts, published by Northwestern Publishing House
(nph.net/pbt-christian-worship.html). He was also a member of
the Rites Committee which produced the services in Christian
Worship: Hymnal, the new WELS hymnal published in 2021. Since
2016, he has served as pastor of Crown of Life Lutheran Church
in Hubertus, a member of the KML Federation. For several years
he has taught as a guest presenter in KML’s senior Word of God
classes on the subject of Christian worship and now also serves
as the secretary for KML’s Board of Directors.

The Cat’s Meow

This year’s gala, The Roaring ‘20’s, was a roaring success! A record-setting 300 people registered
to join us on campus at the KML speakeasy to raise funds for a new acoustical shell and student
assistance, raising a record-breaking total of over $106,000 in net proceeds. What amazing
blessings!

Monica
Hermanson
(Pless ‘10) and her
husband, Joel, welcomed
baby Lana in the fall of
2021. Here’s a picture
of baby Lana in her
awesome future charger
onsie!
Hopefully Lana will join
KML in the class of 2040!

Since her graduation last year, Karissa
Guse (‘21) joined a federal program
called AmeriCorps NCCC. Karissa’s been
working in a group of 10 people called
“Water 1” since November. So far Karissa
has been helping out local communities in
the southwest region of the U.S. from St.
Louis and Kansas City in MO to Goldsby,
OK, and now she is currently located in
Dallas, TX. This past March Water 1 teamed
up with the Oklahoma Department of
Agriculture Food and Forestry on a forest
restoration project.
(Photo credit AmeriCorps NCCC Southwest Region)

Thank you to all who sponsored, donated, attended, and volunteered for the 2022 KML Gala, the
most successful gala to date. We couldn’t have done it without you!
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WHY
W HCHOOSE
Y C HKML?
OOSE
B E I N V O LV E D

1 9 15 11

100%

CLUBS &
ACTIVITIES

GRADUATION RATE

TEAM
SPORTS

FINE ARTS
GROUPS

100

KML offers more than
different
courses all taught in the light of God’s Word.

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 Tu i t i o n

KML’S LEARNING CENTER
SERVING OVER

135

Federation rate: $ 7 , 8 0 0
Non-federation rate: $ 9 , 9 5 0

STUDENTS

GOD HAS RICHLY BLESSED OUR GROWING KML FAMILY
BY HELPING US TO CREAT A LOVING CULTURE WITH HIGH
EXPECTATIONS FOR OUR STUDENTS WHILE OFFERING EXTREME
LEVELS OF SUPPORT FOR AN ARRAY OF DIFFERENT LEARNING
CAPABILITES, PROVIDING A SUCCESS PATH FOR ALL.

KML IS PROUD TO HAVE STUDENTS FROM

Students

1

Average Class Size

DODGE

SCHOOL
DISTRICTS

JEFFERSON WAUKESHA

OZAUKEE

FOND DU LAC

MILWAUKEE

535

7
18

WISCONSIN
COUNTIES

WASHINGTON

Rooted In Christ

Student/Teacher Ratio: 13 to

?

1. CAMPBELLSPORT
2. BROWN DEER
3. CEDARBURG
4. GERMANTOWN
5. GRAFTON
6. HARTFORD
7. HARTLAND
8. HUSTISFORD
9. KEWASKUM

10.MEQUON
11. MENOMONEE FALLS
12. MILWAUKEE
13. PORT WASHINGTON
14. RICHFIELD
15. SLINGER
16. HAMILTON
17. WAUKESHA
18. WEST BEND

18

“KML IS A PLACE WHERE WE ARE BONDED
TOGETHER THROUGH OUR FAITH, OUR DESIRE
FOR EDUCATION, ANd FRIENDSHIPS THAT
LAST A LIFETIME.” - KML Studen t

Special Needs Scholorship Program,
Wisconsin Parental Choice Program,
and Milwaukee Parental Choice
Program, allowing families who meet

For more information or to take a tour of KML,
please contact Mr. Jerry Zeamer at
262-677-4051 x1124 or jerry.zeamer@kmlhs.org.

KML is a proud participant in the

certain income requirements to receive a
voucher to cover tuition.

WWW.KMLHS.ORG

Kettle
Moraine
Lutheran
High School
For more information or to
take
a tour
of KML,
please contact Mr. Jerry Zeamer
3399 Division Road, Jackson, WI 53037
at 262-677-4051
x4009 or jerry.zeamer@kmlhs.org
262.677.4051
kmlhs.org

